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critic taught urge that quantity is only a
physical category, implying no excellence,
but* at best an abundance of opportunities
both for good and for evil. Yet the young
soul, being curious and hungry, views dxist-
ence a priori under the form of the good;
its instinct to live implies a faith that most
things it can become or see or do will be
worth while. Respect for quantity is accord-
ingly something more than the childish joy
and wonder at bigness ; it is the fisherman's
joy in a big haul, the good uses of which he
can take for granted. Such optimism is
amiable. Nature cannot afford that we
should begin by being too calculating or
wise, and she encourages us by the pleasure
she attaches to our functions in advance of
their fruits, and often in excess of them ;
as the angler enjoys catching his fish more
than eating it, and often, waiting patiently
for the fish to bite, misses his own supper.
The pioneer must devote himself to prepara-
tions ; he must work for the future, and it
is healthy and dutiful of him to love his
work for its own sake. At the same time,
unless reference to an ultimate purpose is at
least virtual in all his activities, he runs the